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be dealt with, but | don't think you are going to see that
because those people | have tal ked to have |legitinate con-
cerns. | have yet to find state enpl oyees comng to ne that
Just want to go out and get their boss or they want to hurt
sonebody or they are out to harass their agency. | don' t

see that. The enpl oyees that have cone to ne have been

peopl e that have legitimate concern and need sone hel p and
th.y are fearful of even talking to me. They are fearful

of getting ahold of me to express thensel ves because of the
possibility that their enployer mght find out about it and
thus, their Job may be Jeopardi zed and we need to bridge

that gap, that concern and protect those people that do cone
to us and all ow them a chance to be expressing thensel ves and
yet not lose their enploynent. | think this is verv much in
keeping with our need to have efficient governnent. It is

in keepi nﬁ. with our need to have a responsive governnent and

I don't think you are going to see the probl em Senator Peter-
son feels. | think you are going to see the State of Nebraska
wel | served by this legislation. | would urge your opposition
to the kill notion and support for the bill.

PRESI DENT: The Chair recognizes Senator H ggins.

SENATOR HHGGA NS: M. President, nmenbers of the Chanber, |
would like to reiterate again as | did several tines yester-

day. The intent of thebill | certainly would agree with but

as you read the bill on page 2, Section 18, or line 18 rather,
you will notice it says, "agency shall nean any agency." That
is a redundant statenment. And it goes on to sa%, "department,
board, commission, etc."” It is underlined so that a green-

horn like me mght think this was new | anguage in a bill.
Actual ly this language is taken directly from Secti on 81-8240,
subsection 1 which outlines the duties of the Onbudsman. Now,
Senators, | want to ask you, was this bill introduced to do
good or to nake those who are voting for it | ook good to the
public? | now have cone to the conclusion that the reason
they woul d not accept taxpayers as a comm ssion to do this
investigating of this "fraud and waste, etc.," that they
continually talk about, is because they had to have t he Orbuds-
man do it in order to exclude the Legislature and all of the

| egi sl ative enpl oyees and the Governor and his staff and all
these other people that they thought, Lord God in the norning,
we don't want to offend too many and we don't want us to be
investigated. But if they would have accepted a taxpayers
conmmi ssion to | ook into these conplaints we woul dn't have
been excluded. So now we know the real reason why they say
the Public Counsel will be the one that the enpl oyees will

go to is because of the way the statutes are witten, that
the Public Counsel cannot investigate any of these excep-
tions to the bill. |I would also like to sav th's 'n defense
of we elected officials. | think this bill has done -.ore
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